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Introduction
The outer space is so vast that there is no sense
to recourse to such convenient in the Earth units of
distance measurement as meters and kilometers.
Instead of this, we measure outer space distances by
light speed [1].
Rapid growth of scientific and technological
progress has provided scientists and researchers with
the possibility of new discoveries. The outer space
has become a powerful thruster of this progress. The
global character of the outer space activity called for
uprise and development of international space law a new area of jurisprudence regulating relations of
states in the process of outer space exploration both
on the national and on the international levels [2].
In the modern world, the space branch is one
of the most priority-oriented and science-intensive
spheres of human activity. States keep up playing
the key role in the legal regulation of applied kinds
of outer space use, since only states and international
organizations created by them carry on law-making
and law-enforcement activity on the international
level [3].
A strong political motivation has always been
essential for the space sector to evolve. Participation in the space activity determines, to a significant
degree, political prestige of a modern state, its economic, scientific, technical, and defensive power.
Analysis of modern tendencies and factors of development of the outer space activity witnesses that
leading countries of the world put out considerable
effort to increase their space potential. If initially
the USA and the USSR dominated in this sphere
for a long time, then now more than 30 countries
possess space industry and more than 100 countries
develop their space programs [4]. With growth of
commercial use of the outer space, for example,
development of space tourism [5], this factor resulted in inflow of different non-state subjects into
the sphere of international space law. The scales of
international cooperation and competition in the
area of applied research and outer space exploration
have increased. In the modern space law, alongside
with general principles and norms, special contract
rules regulating scientific and technical cooperation
of states exist. Though many of these rules bear not
general, but concrete character, they are an important constituent of the international space law. The
legal framework of cooperation of states in use of
the outer space are: the main principles and norms
of the international law, including the principles of
the United Nations Charter; the main principles of
the international space law; special norms of the inISSN 1563-0285

ternational space law regulating different issues of
international cooperation of states in outer space exploration. These principles act as criteria of legality
of special norms of the international space law [6]
and observance of these principles is obligatory in
commercial outer space activity as well.
Methods
The historical method is used in the work as the
principal one. The method of analysis is an important instrument of the study of peculiarities of outer
space activity in their inextricable connection with
the key principles of international space law, discovery of problematic aspects of the commercialization process. The method of synthesis provided
the possibility to expose in a successive order the
obtained results and their correlation with the general objective.
The outer space activity is being sweepingly
commercialized. Commercialization of space
activities are actions involving buying, selling and
exchanging of space goods and services. Many of
researchers M. Harr, R. Kohli [7] , H. L.van TraaEngelman [8], Z. Meyer [9] see the most significant
feature of the expression ((commercialization)) in
its central objective: «to make a profit». That is
true. For example, inter-governmental organization
INTELSAT, created in 1964, became a private
company providing a wide specter of services in the
area of satellite telecommunication: with the help of
satellites, INTELSAT (the largest satellite company
in the world) compasses more than a half of the
volume of international telephone communication
and practically all international television
broadcasting. The company renders services in
the sphere of data transfer, video conferences,
telecommunication, etc [10].
On the basis of the International Maritime
Satellite
Telecommunications
Organization
INMARSAT (the company has one of the largest
in the world satellite telecommunication networks),
created in 1979, a public joint-stock company with
limited liability was created in 1998. Inmarsat
was transformed into Inmarsat Ltd. From 2000,
the company is called Inmarsat Ventures Ltd.
Today Inmarsat is the largest provider of mobile
satellite telecommunication services, furnishing
its ' subscribers with telephone and facsimile
communication, data transfer both in the sea and on
the earth and in the air [11].
International inter-governmental organization
INTERSPUTNIK, formed in 1971, changed its
status as well. In April 1997, Lockheed Martin
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