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BASIC info
Country name: Kazakhstan

City name: Almaty

Name of institution: Al-Farabi Kazakh National 
University 

Establishment: 1934

Website: www.kaznu.kz

Faculties: 14 Faculties in Science, 
Engineering, Humanities and 
Social Sciences 

Student enrollment:
International students:  

More than 20 000
More than 1000

Academic calendar:
st

1  Term (Fall Semester) – 
from September 

nd
2  Term (Spring Semester) – 
from  mid-January 

E-mail address: icd.kaznu@kaznu.kz
International Cooperation 
Department

Contact details: International Academic 
Mobility Support Office 
Al-Farabi KazNU’s main 
Administrative Building
12 Floor, Room 1204
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Take a virtual tour via our web-page: http://3dtour.kaznu.kz/ 

We are committed to giving you an excellent online experience of Al-
Farabi KazNU.

Exploring our Virtual Tour provides you the best way to learn more about 
the University and get a better feel for our picturesque campus.
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OVERVIEW

Located in the progressively developing megapolis city of the nation, Al-
Farabi Kazakh National University (further – Al-Farabi KazNU or KazNU) is 
considered to be the oldest and the largest University of Kazakhstan 
encompassing all major fields of study and research. 
 
Al-Farabi KazNU is committed to maintaining and further enhancing its 
academic reputation and excellent research profile at the national, 
regional and international levels. 

Al-Farabi KazNU strives to create a strong and sustainable intellectual 
environment for the university staff and students to train highly qualified 
graduates who are able to promote innovation and deliver a real impact on 
building a Knowledge Society. 

This Handbook is intended to provide guidance on essential information 
required for Applicants to study at Al-Farabi KazNU. These pages give you 
an overview of the applications and admission process with key dates and 
things you need to consider to ease the application process.
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Al-Farabi KazNU 
welcomes students from 
around the world to a 
friendly, vibrant and 
intellectual campus 
community. 

We invite you to discover 
the life, culture, long-
lasting history and 
language of multinational 
Kazakhstan.
  
We hope you will find the 
following information 
useful for your application 
and study period. 

OVERVIEW
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Dear Student, 

WELCOME
to Al-Farabi KazNU!  

We are happy to provide an opportunity for you to find out why more than 20, 000 national 

and thousands of international students all around the world choose Al-Farabi KazNU as 

a place to study, conduct research and consider the University as their “home away from home”. 

Since its foundation in 1934, Al-Farabi KazNU has established a long-standing 

brilliant tradition of educating highly qualified top students of the nation and created a truly 

dynamic study environment with a wide-range of exciting programs which provide students with 

high quality training, outstanding skills and exceptional experiences, that they need to become 

successful in achieving their personal, academic and professional goals.  

In order to ensure successful integration of our graduates into an ever-changing and highly 
stcompetitive job market, the University was the 1  in the nation to introduce into the academic 

process a competency building approach based on a modular principle of training, 

interdisciplinary and problem-based learning; experimental educational programs that meet the 

highest international standards and comparable with the programs of the leading universities of the 

world.

The University management and faculty team are committed to support you in many ways to 

ensure that you have the best possible experience as a student at Al-Farabi KazNU. 

I very much look forward to meeting you. 

Rector

Galym Mutanov 
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About Al-Farabi KazNU

Since its establishment in 1934, Al-Farabi KazNU has developed a 
reputation for excellence in teaching, learning and research. It is generally 
recognized that Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, famous for its rich 
traditions is the main smithy that forges the Kazakhstan elite. The 14 
faculties of the University provides programs in 180 specialties. 

More than 20,000 students attend Al-Farabi KazNU. This figure includes 
students of all levels: BA, MA and Ph.D.

The interest in studying at Al-Farabi KazNU is determined not only by high 
quality of training, but also by modern study programs effectively adapted 
to the changing demands of the international job market. 

It has always been honorable and most prestigious to study at Al-Farabi 
KazNU. It is the first University in Kazakhstan to fully implement the 
principles of the Bologna process. 

Training is carried out in three languages: Kazakh, Russian and 
English.

The largest number of scientists is accumulated here, which 
demonstrates the uniqueness of the intellectual potential of the University. 
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ABOUT 
AL-FARABI KAZNU 



Classes are taught by 2000 highly qualified teachers, including more than 
1,000 doctors and candidates of sciences, professors and associate 
professors, more than 60 academics, 70 winners of state and nominal 
awards. 

A comprehensive structural modernization of the University was carried 
out in 2011. Faculties are formed on the basis of the cluster approach, 
departments are enlarged, conditions are created for the development of 
science, innovation and education, the material, scientific and laboratory 
facilitates are being strengthened. 

The University successfully cooperates with more than 400 renowned 
universities all over the world. Al-Farabi KazNU regularly hosts foreign 
professors of international standing, guest speakers, renowned 
politicians, businessmen and cultural representatives from Kazakhstan 
and abroad for the purpose of delivering lectures, carrying out 
consultations and sharing scientific experience. 

Meetings of teachers and students with Nobel Laureates have become a 
good tradition of the University. For the last year, Al-Farabi KazNU was 
visited by eight scientists, who obtained this highest award in the field of 
science. 

Al-Farabi KazNU is located on a truly one of its kind campus in the nation. 
At the University you will be studying in a rich and vibrant environment that 
pursues excellence and quality in education and research, values 
creativity and innovation, respects intellectual and cultural diversity. 
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HISTORY 
80 years 
   of leadership

Al-Farabi KazNU 
is the cradle of education 
and science established in 

ththe 30  of the last century

Main building of the university 
in Almaty (Vernyi), 1934

January 15, 1934 Official opening of Kazakh State University, which was established at the 
basis of the Pedagogical Institute  in Alma-Ata during the most difficult 30-s 
years of the past century

January 1934 Enrolment of the first 54 students for the first two departments
– Physical- Mathematical and Biological faculties

December 2, 1934 Official name changed from Kazakh Sate University to S.M. Kirov Kazakh 
State University 

September, 1934 The Faculty of Chemistry admitted its first students 

1937 The opening of the first Faculty of Humanities – the Faculty of Foreign 
Languages was established

1938 The opening of the Faculty of Philology

May 1941 The establishment of the Faculty of Journalism as a result of joining with 
the University of the Kazakh Communist Institute of Journalism 

1943-44 Kazakh State University was included to the list of first class universities

August 1947 The establishment of the Faculty of Geography

1949 The Faculties of Philosophy and Economics were established

1955 The opening of the Law Faculty as a result of the joining with the 
Alma-Ata Institute of Law

December 1970 Council of Ministers of Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic accepted a 
decision on building a first stage of Kazakh State University campus

In the beginning 
of 1980’s 

A number of new dormitories, buildings of humanities, biology and 
geography departments, catering and trading centers were established

 1989 The Department of Oriental Studies was established
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HISTORY 

Respect for traditions of 
research schools and 

openness to innovations 

th
In 2014 we are celebrating our 80  

Anniversary

Since 1991 The University was given the name of the great thinker Abu Nasr Ibn-
al-Farabi

Since 1993 According to the Resolution of the President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, University has received the status of autonomous self-
governing state higher institution and has become Kazakh State 
National University

thSeptember 16 , 
2003 

Al-Farabi KazNU signed the Great Charter of Universitites in the city 
stof Bologna, Italy. Thus it became the 1  university amongst higher 

schools of Kazakhstan and states of Central Asia to join the European 
educational space

 2006
stAl-Farabi KazNU became the 1  higher institution in the history of our 

state  to be awarded the prize of the President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan for high quality in education and science

2011 The opening of new buildings for the Faculties of Mechanics and 
Mathematics, Physico-Technical Faculty, Faculty of Chemistry and 
Chemical Technology 

2013 The opening of the new building for Scientific Library of the University 

2014 Al-Farabi KazNU – Global Hub of the United Nations Academic Impact 
Program on Sustainability 

Main buildings of the University today
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 Abu Nasr al-Farabi

Aby Nasr Muhammad Ibn 
Muhammad Ibn Tarkhan Ibn 
Uzlag al-Farabi at-Turki was 
born in Farab city in 870 in a 
fami l y  o f  nob le  m i l i t a ry 
commander. 

The prominent historians of 
culture and science noted the 
greatness and uniqueness of 
al-Faarbi personality. His 
scientific interest included 
astronomy, logic, theories of 
music and mathemat ics, 
philosophy and law. In his 
youth al-Farabi left his native 
city and traveled to practically 
all largest cities of the Orient: 
Bukhara, Merve, Alexandria, 
C a i r o ,  D a m a s c a s  a n d 
Baghdad. 

Al-Farabi was an outstanding world-famous figure, in his creative activity 
he connected and synthesized the most valuable achievements of Arab, 
Persian, Greek, Indian and Turkic cultures. His heritage included the 
following works: “The Gem of Wisdom”, “Treatise on Citizens of the Virtues 
City”, “Treatise on the Classification of Sciences”, “The Great Book of 
Music”. 

The creativity of al-Farabii influenced considerably the development of 
contemporary science and philosophy. For his outstanding contribution to 
the treasury of world thought he was called the Second Teacher, Aristotle 
was the First, which undoubtedly indicates the world recognition of his 
scientific, philosophical and cultural achievements. 

HISTORY 
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Monument of great philosopher, enlightener, 
scientist Abu Nasr al-Farabi (870-950)

“Only through the union of majority helping each other people сan 

gain the perfection for what they are intended by nature”.

                                              Abu Nasr al-Farabi
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Al-Farabi 
KazNU is a 
leading 
university in 
Kazakhstan 
making a 
major 
economic, 
social and 
cultural impact 

100 % 
Graduate 
Employment 
Rate 

Our Alumni 
7 ministers, 3 governors of regions, 23 rectors of universities, 54 top 
managers of universities, 1/3 parliament members, 1/5 CEOs of 
national companies

Sport achievements 
1 Golden medal and 11 participants of the 30th summer Olympic games in 
London 2012
35 winners of international competitions
54 winners of national competitions 
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NATIONAL BRAND OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM 

Awarded the 
3 –star 
rating by QS 
Stars

Al-Farabi KazNU
is the biggest and 
the oldest 
University in 
Kazakhstan

1st in Kazakhstan
to fully implement

the Bologna
principles

The only University in 
Central Asia to 
become the Global 
Hub of the United 
Nations Academic 
Impact Program on 
Sustainability

Constantly developing 
international 
community: more than  

350 foreign professors, 
more than 1000 foreign 

students 

Ranked 
299 by QS 
WUR 2013



Foreign Students 
about KazNU

My time in Kazakhstan has been fantastic in 

these short four weeks and I can say a lot about 

this country, especially Almaty. The most 

important thing I can say about Almaty is that 

people are very nice and friendly.

 I have been working in the Department of Analytic, Colloidal Chemistry 

and Technology of Rare Elements. 

I am passionate about this subject and enjoy the work. I would definitely 

recommend a placement in Al-Farabi KazNU to everyone who wants to have 

a great time in an amazing country and gain some useful technical experience. 

         Maria Yañez Díaz University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain

I came to Kazakhstan to spend six weeks in the 
country’s highest ranked and largest University, Al-
Farabi KazNU. 
So far I have loved absolutely every minute of it and 
am very grateful to the University for facilitating this 
opportunity. 
Working in the Physical Chemistry department I have 
met some lovely and fascinating people who have tried 
very hard to make me feel welcome even thought the 

language barrier, and the chance to get some work experience in such 
amazing country is greatly appreciated. 
Coming from a British University, I feel sure that these connections will 
strengthen over the next years and I would recommend a visit to Al-Farabi 
KazNU to anyone who wants a fun, unusual and interesting experience in an 
amazing and growing country. 
                        Lucy Binfield, Imperial College London, UK
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Foreign Students 



OFFERED AREAS OF STUDY

 Mechanics and Mathematics 
 Physics and Techniques 
 Biology and Biotechnology
 Geography and Nature  
   Management
 Chemistry and Chemical  
   Technology
 Law 
 Journalism 

Philosophy and Political Science 
History, Archeology and Ethnology
Philology, Literary Studies and World 
Languages 

Economics and Business
Oriental Studies

* There are also language preparation and 
pre-college education programs available 
at our University
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OFFERED 
PROGRAMS 

Al-Farabi KazNU offers 74 Undergraduate, 72 Graduate and 58 PhD 
programmes of study with a broad range of courses in natural sciences, 
engineering, humanities, business and economics suited to your interest. 



Offered programs 
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STUDY PROGRAMS BA MA PhDSTUDY PROGRAMS BA MA PhD

Mechanics and Mathematics

Mathematics + + +

Computer Science + + +

Mechanics + + +

Information System + + +

Computing Technics and Software + + +Computing Technics

 

and

 

Software + + +

Mathematical and Computer Modelling + + +

Space Technics and Technologies + + +

Informatics, ComputingTechnics and Management +

Physics and Techniques

Physics + + +

Nuclear Physics + + +

Astronomy + +

Material Studies and Technology of New Materials + +

Heat Energetics + +

Electroenergetics +

Radioengineering, Electronics and Telecommunications + + +

 

Standardization, Certification and Metrology (by branches)
+ +

Technical Physics + +

Nanomaterials and Nanotechnologies + +

Meteorology +

Geography and Nature Management

Ecology + + +

+++

Hydrology + + +

Meteorology + + +

Geodesy and Cartography +

Geodesy +

Cartography + +

Life Safety and Environment Protection + +

T iTourism + + +

Land Management +

Cadastre +

Geoecology ab Nature Management +

Geography



OFFERED AREAS OF STUDY

STUDY PROGRAMS BA MA PhD

Chemistry and Chemical Technology

Chemical Technology of Explosiv e Materials and Pyrotechnics + +

Chemistry + + +

Chemical Technology of Non–organic Substances + + +

Nanomaterials and Nanotechnology +

Oil and Gas Engineering +

Chemical Technology of Organic Substances + + +

Petroleum Chemistry + +

Nanomaterials and Nanotechnology +

Law

Jurisprudence + + +

Customs Affair +

JournalismJournalism

Design + +

Publishing + +

Journalism + + +

Public Relations + +

Philosophy and Political Science

Pedagogics and Psychology + + +

Social Pedagogics and Self-Cognition + + +

Philosophy + + +

Culturology + + +

Religion Studies + + +

Sociology + + +

Politology + + +

Psychology + + +Psychology + + +

Social Work + + +

History, Archeology and Ethnology

History + + +

Archeology and Ethnology + + +

Study of Art +

Museum Studies and Protection of Monuments + +

Archival Studies, Records Management and Documentary Support + +

Offered programs 
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Offered programs 

STUDY PROGRAM BA MA PhD

Biology and Biotechnology

Physical Education and Sports + +Physical Education and Sports + +

Biology + + +

Biotechnology + + +

Fish Industry and Commercial Fishery + +

Geobotanics + +

Philology, Literary Studies and World Languages

Kazakh Language and Literature +

Russian Language and Literature + + +

Literary Studies + +

Foreign Language: Two Foreign Languages +

Linguistics + +

Philology + + +

Translation Studies + + +

+ + ++ + +

High School of Economics and Business

Economics + + +

Management + + +

Accounting and Audit + + +

Finance + + +

State and Local Management + + +

Marketing + +

Logistics (by branches) + +

Fundamentals of Law and Economics +

Project Management +

Oriental Studies

Translation Studies + + +

Foreign Philology + +

Turkology + + +

International Relations

International Relations + + +

International Law + + +

Regional Studies + +

World Economy + + +
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Foreign Philology

Oriental Studies + + +



Disciplines taught in English   
Faculty of History, Archeology and Ethnology 

ge

Contemporary Theoretical-Method ical Approaches to Actual Problems of

Central Asia

The Modern Systemof International Relationship

 Introduction to Public History

 The Role of Personality in History

 Nomads of Central Asia: Problems of Cultural Anthropology and Ecology

 Islam in Central Asia

Contemporary Theoretical Methodical Approaches to Actual Problems of-

Central Asia

 Intellectual History of West Europe (XIX c.)

 Nomads of Central Asia: Problems of Cultural Anthropology and Ecology

   Comparative History of World Religions

    The role of personality in historyp y y

   Introduction to Public History

   History of Kazakhstan

   The role of personality in history

   Culture and mentality of Turkic nomads

   Civilizational consciousness and historical knowled

   Organization and Planning of Scientific Research

   Islam in Central Asia

   Contemporary theoretical-methodical approaches to actual problems of

Central Asia

   Nomads of Central Asia: problems of cultural anthropology and ecology

   Case study as historical method

   Skills of historical research

   Museums of United Kingdom

   Modern Museums Kazakhstan
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Faculty of Geography

Tourismand Recreational Cartography

Recreational geography

Introduction to Tourism

Basics of Business in Tourism

Geography of Tourism in Kazakhstan

Excursion

The Study and Mapping of Geosystem

Geographic Maps and mapping

Food and Beverage Management

  Organization and Planning of Scientific Research

  Organization and Planning of Scientific Research

  Ecological and Economic Basics of Nature Management

  Organization and Planning of Scientific Research

  Models in geography

  Geography of Population and Labour Re sources of the Republic of Kazakhstan

  Actual problems in economic, social and political geography

  Organization and Planning of Scientific Research

  Organization and Planning of Scientific Research

  Problems of the Theory and Metodology of Modern Cartography

GIS iGIS in Cartography

  Application of GIS and Remote Sensing Cartography

  Remote sensing

  (Geo-) Datfbases and Distributed Architecture

  Web Geoinformation Systems Prin ciples and Applications in Teaching

  Bases of work tourists-regional stadies

  Bases of the organisation of aktive kinds of tourism

  Bases of tourismology

  Information Technology in Tourism

Tourism Regional GeographyTourism

  Geography of Tourism in Kazakhstan

  Fundamental of Scientific Resarches

  Geography of the international tourism

  Tourism management

  Tourism marketing

  GIS Technologies in Updating Topographic Maps

  Digital terrain modeling of satellite imagery

  Tourism industry

  Environmental Managemen t. Monitoring of Environmental Quality

  Biological Resources Management

  Cartographic Study of Geodynamic Processes

  Mapping of Protected Territory

  Automated Construction of Thematic Maps

  Space Mapping

  Mapping Urban Areas

  International Legislation of Using of Natural Resources

  Acquisition and Data Integration

  Modern Theory and Practice for Assesing the Impact of Activites on the Environment

  Introduction to Geoinformation Systems and Science

  Geospatial Environmental Management

  GIS Models for Renewable Energy Sources

  Planning and Management Research Innovation Activites
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Faculty of International Relations

Contemporary History and Diplomacy in Europe and USA 

Contemporary History of  International Relations

Foreign Policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan

History of Italy

Culture, science and education of Italy

World economy

Political system of the USA

Foreign Policy of the USA

    Political system of  Great Britain

  Foreign Policy of Great Britain 

  Globalization Process and  International Relations

  Multicultural issues in globalization of IR

  Contemporary IR geopolicy

  Theoretical aspects of the contemporary international relations in globalization

  The new dimension of security in the era of globalization

 
PhDдокторантура

   Kazakhstan and the UN in the Era of Globalization

  Multilateral Diplomacy as an Instrument  of International and Regional Security

  Transatlantic Diplomacy and Global Security

Faculty of Biology and Biotechnology

Biology of cells and tissuesBiology
    

  Biodiversity of flora

  Biodiversity of animals 

  Microbiology and virology

  Basis of Physiology 

  Basis of Plant biotechnology

  The low molecular biological molecules 

  Microbiology and virology

  Modern methods in biotechnology 

    Photobiotechnology

    Cell-to-cell communication in microorganisms

    Microbial technology to protect and restore ecosystems

    Biotechnology for the improvement of productivity in agrocenoses

    Biotechnology for wastewater treatment

    Control of polluted aquatic ecosystems

Regulation of metabolism in health and

 

in pathology

    Biologically active substances of plants 

    Modern issue in biology

    Molecular biology of photosynthesizing microorganisms
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The microbial test systems for genetic toxicology and medicine

Bioenergetics of microorganisms

Fundamentals of animal physiology

Theoretical biology

Cell bio physics or (Biophysics of cage)

New methods of teaching of biology

Electrophysiology

Modern physiological methods of research

Mechanisms of regulation of functional systems of an organism

Central mechanisms of generation of biorhythms

General and molecular genetics 

Introduction to agricultural selection 

Introduction to gene engineering 

Technology of recombinant DNA 

Molecular Diagnostics 

 

Introduction to Medical Genetics 

Introduction to biotechnology 

Molecular biology



APPLICATION 
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Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step5 Step 6

Important Points to Note!!!

Applications may be submitted by e-mail, fax or in person.

International applicant must submit filled application form and 
accompanying documents as outlined on the Application Checklist.  

Be sure to submit your application and required supplemental 
documents before your application deadline.

Foreign applicants enrolled at Al-Farabi KazNU must obtain a study 
visa, the acquisition of student visas can be time-consuming (except 
for the countries with non-visa regime).

• Choose 
a Study 
Programme 

• Submit  
Your 
Application 
Documents 

* Please make 
note of the 
application 
deadlines and 
application 
checklist 

• Get 
Confirmation 
from Al-
Farabi 
KazNU 

• You will 
receive an 
email from us 
after we have 
received your 
documents

• Get 
Admitted  

• Prepare 
Visa 
Application 

• Get Study 
Visa

• Make Travel 
Arrangements 

• Arrival at Al-
Farabi 
KazNU 
• Get through 
the process 
of 
immigration 
registration  

! When you 
arrive in 
Al-Farabi 
campus, you 
will receive 
more 
information and 
advice about 
other steps and 
formal 
procedures you 
need to 
complete

 *EXCEPT Students applying for Language School  

If you are in Kazakhstan and want to apply:
Pay the tuition fee → provide a receipt to Language School→ 
sign a contract→ provide documents for visa support→ 
get your visa→ start your studies.  

In case you are out of the borders:
Pay 20%  of tuition fee and visa support → send a soft copy of the receipt to 
ICD → get your visa→ pay the remaining amount on arrival →start your studies
On your arrival submit the following documents to the Language course 
coordinator:
1) 6 photos (3x4 size);
2) medical certificate (086 type);
3) AIDS medical note;
4) diploma, certified copy of the diploma;
5) passport, a certified copy of the passport with translation.
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STUDENT 
EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM

LANGUAGE 
COURSES FOR 
FOREIGN 
LEARNERS

SUMMER 
SCHOOLS AND 
INTERNSHIPS

FULL DEGREE 
PROGRAMS 

Eligibility:
International 
students of 
partner 
universities 
studying in 
undergraduate 
and graduate 
programs
Study 
period: one 
semester and 
more
Selection 
period:  July, 
August and 
December  
Program:
Study at a certain 
faculty to acquire 
certain amount of 
credits  

Eligibility: 
Foreign students 
with high school 
diploma, interested 
in learning Russian 
or Kazakh 
languages 
Study period:
October-June
Selection period: 
August-December 
Program:
• Kazakh or Russian 
languages
• Language 
Adaptation
• Kazakh or Russian 
literature, culture
• History of 
Kazakhstan

Eligibility: 
Currently enrolled 
at a partner 
university, 
interested in a 
specific field of 
science, 
determined to fulfill 
scientific research 
Study period: 
determined by the 
Faculty and 
student
Selection period: 
through the 
academic year 
Program: 
to be discussed 
with the faculty

Eligibility: 
Foreign students 
with high school 
diploma
Study period:
full BA-4, MA-2, 
Ph.D-4 years
Selection period: 
June-July
Program: 
See pp. 20-23

CHOOSE PROGRAM 
There are various international students’ mobility programs offered by KazNU.

*FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC MOBILITY SUPPORT AT 
icd.kaznu@kaznu.kz. 

When to Apply 

We encourage you to apply for admission as early as possible to facilitate 
a timely admission decision and to ensure that you have sufficient time to 
obtain a study permit. 

To ensure efficient processing and turnaround of student exchange 
applications, it is important that the applications are submitted by the 
following deadlines. 

Al-Farabi KazNU session 1 commencement (Fall term) – (September – 
January). Application deadline – July  30

Al-Farabi KazNU Session 2 commencement (Spring term) – (February – 
June). Application Deadline – November 30
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Application Form The Form must be completed by the applicant. 
Complete all sections referring to the guidance of the 
form.
The form may either be completed by hand or word-
processed. Whether completed by hand or typed, the 
‘Application Form’ must be signed and dated by the 
applicant by hand. Attach a photo to the specified place 
on Form. The application form can be downloaded at 
www.icd.kaznu.kz.

CV * * applicable only for students applying for the internship. 
Applicant’s CV should include summary of academic and 
work experience with contact details.

Official letter from Partner University * * applicable only to students from partner institutions 

4 Certificate of enrollment * * applicable to students coming under short - term, 
internship or exchange programs 
Applicants must provide confirmation of enrollment 
status from Home Institution.

5 Academic transcript An Academic Transcript is a list of all the courses you 
have taken (or are currently taking) during a programme 
of study, with the result you obtained. 

6 Degree certificates/high school diploma * applicable to students applying for full degree 
programs

7 Photocopy of Passport or National ID Submit a copy of the main page of passport or national ID 
showing the photo, name and passport/ID number

8 Motivation Letter An outline of applicant’s academic and professional 
reasons for applying for admission to the programme. 

9 Recommendation Letter * applicable to students coming under internship or 
exchange programs 

Six  3x4 size color photographs Six identical photographs taken within 6 month of the time 
of application. Photographs must be clear. Cut outs from 
personal photos are not acceptable. Write your name and 
nationality in English on the back of the photographs. 

 



Acknowledgement and Nostrification 
of the documents of education 

Bearer of the document of education issued by a foreign educational 
organization, and also by the international and foreign educational 
institutions (and their branches), established and functioning within the 
Republic of Kazakhstan must pass the procedure of acknowledgement or 
nostrification if they are pursuing the aim to acquire admittance to the 
academic and professional practice in accordance with their level of 
education and field of training in the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

The acknowledgement of the documents of education is the official 
verification of significance of foreign educational qualification by the 
authorized agency. Whereas, nostrifacation of the documents of education 
is the procedure which is held to identify the equivalency of the documents, 
issued to the persons, who have acquired education abroad, in an 
international or foreign educational institutions.

The procedures of acknowledgement and nostrification are held by the 
Republican State Enterprise “National Accreditation Centre of the Ministry 
of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan”.
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List of the required documents for the procedure 
of recognition and nostrification of educational documents

•  original of educational document (required for verification);
• supplement to educational document (original for verification) with the 

following information: the amount of hours and practices, final grades, grades of 
course works and thesis paper, other components of the educational process;

• notarized translation of an educational document and its supplement 
translated  into state and /or Russian language. Certification of translation is 
performed by a notary in the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan or by the 
diplomatic service of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the country where the 
document was issued. In some cases (for example, when setting the recognition 
according to precedent) translation performed by the diplomatic service of the 
country of issue in Kazakhstan can be submitted.

•  a notarized copy of a ID or passport of the foreign educational document 
holder of the, with translation into state and / or Russian language (in case of 
change of the surname - confirming document)

•  a copy of the license and / or certificate of accreditation of the educational 
institution that has issued the certificate of education, except state documents 
about the  basic secondary, general secondary education, stamped by the 
educational institutions (if necessary with a notarized translation into State and / 
or Russian language).

The documents referred to in sub-sections 1) and 2) of this section, issued by 
the educational organizations must be apostilled or legalized. 

Price list of services for recognition and nostrification of educational documents
Bank Details: РГКП «Национальный аккредитационный центр» МОН РК РНН 
620200256368 
ИИК KZ17998BTB0000002884
Столичный филиал АО «Цеснабанк»
БИК TSES KZ KA
Кбе 16

№ Type of the service Price for 1 unit of service 

1 Recognition of basic secondary and general 
secondary education

2 Recognition of technical and professional 
education

3 Recognition of undergraduate and postgraduate 
education

4 Nostrification of basic secondary and general 
secondary education

5 Nostrification of technical and vocational 
education

6 Nostrification of underg raduate and postgraduate 
education

7 To make duplicate of certificate or ID card 5765*

* subject to change 
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VISA AND 
IMMIGRATION 
BASICS   
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Applying for Visa 

After prospective students have received the confirmation of admission 
or the letter of admission, a visa application should be made without delay 
because the processing will take time. 

Foreign citizens enrolled at Al-Farabi KazNU must obtain a study visa, 
except for the countries with non-visa regime. 

Study visa is issued only upon availability of visa support of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MFA) of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Visa support is 
claimed at MFA agencies in accordance with the established procedures 
with the assistance of International Academic Mobility Support Office of 
International Cooperation Department on the basis of the following 
documents:

PLEASE NOTE!
Visa and Registration for foreign students 
are arranged for one academic year, only 
in case of compliance with all of the 
necessary requirements.

*** 
Consideration of the issuance of visa 
support by state bodies takes from 1 week 
or more depending on each individual 
case 

Filled Application Form 

    Copy of a passport

A copy of the admission contract  between a student and 

the university 

(for students admitted on a fee-paid basis, language courses).

Copy of flight booking confirmation (or any kind of 

entry and exit transport 

(reg. number and type of a transport, flight number)

Receipt of consular fee payment in the amount of KZT

6,500*

* subject to change 
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Arrival information   

Immigration Rules  
According to the rules of immigration within the territory of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan you have to get registered to a certain address. As soon as you arrive 
in Kazakhstan (no longer than 3 working days) you must come to the International 
Academic Mobility Support Office to arrange you registration and to get 
acquainted with your rights and obligations during your study period.
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Once you arrive in Almaty, you may come straight to the Dormitory as the receptionist has 
a list of incoming students. The reception desks at the dormitories are open 24 hours a 
day from Monday to Sunday. On the following working day you should report to the 
International Academic Mobility Support Office to arrange your registration. 

1 Passport (original and copy)

2 Immigration card

3 AIDS certificate original (to be obtained at the AIDS Center in Almaty 
(Zharokov st. 215, corner of  Timiryazev st.)

4 A copy of the fluorography (in any local private medical center)

5 Address of temporary residence (in case of a temporary stay in a 
dormitory, the student must provide a certificate given at the 
dormitory’s office; if a student is temporarily living in an apartment, 
then he/she is required to submit a notarized consent statement from 
the apartment owner and copy of owner’s ID-card or rental contract)

6 Extract from the order of admission of the students, admitted for the 
st1  year of study and extract from the  order of admission to the next 

course (issued by the deans’ offices of the faculties)

8 Photo 3x4 - 2 pcs

Please come to us during office hours upon your arrival with the above mentioned documents at the 
following address: 

            International Academic Mobility Support Office, Administrative Building  
              of Al-Farabi KazNU, 12 Floor, Office 12-04, Office Hours: Mo-Fr 9.00-18.00

PLEASE NOTE! 
Foreign students enrolled at Al-Farabi KazNU must submit the following 
documents to the International Academic Mobility Support Office for 
registration of the passport at  Almaty city Migration Police Office within 3 
working days from the date of their entry to the territory of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan: 

PLEASE NOTE! 
Address of temporary 
residence (in case of 
a temporary stay in a 
dormitory, the student 
m u s t  p r o v i d e  a 
certificate given at the 
dormitory’s office; if a 
student is temporarily 
living in an apartment, 
t h e n  h e / s h e  i s 
required to submit a 
notarized consent 
statement from the 
apartment owner and 
copy of owner’s ID-
c a r d  o r  r e n t a l 
contract)
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In case of a change of national passport, address and contact information, 
a foreign student must immediately notify the staff of the International 
Cooperation Department (”Keremet” Student Service Center, Office 102-A).

In case of a need to leave the country, foreign students from non-CIS countries 
are obliged to provide the following necessary documents for an issue of exit 
visa, in 20 working days prior departure:

Foreign students are prohibited to travel to other cities and change the address 
of the place of residence without a special permission.

Foreign students should take care of the renewal of their national passports` 
expiry dates in advance and of the recovery, if it is lost, and apply in advance to 
the International Cooperation Department (”Keremet” Student Service Center, 
Office 102-A) in the case of registration or extension of registration.

Please Note!
Foreign students take full responsibility, including financial (payment of fine 
sanctions) for violations of the law of the Republic of Kazakhstan and / or current rules.

Foreign students should ensure that they are acquainted with the rules for stay 
and study in KazNU and confirm familiarization with these rules. The 
Confirmation Form is issued in the dean’s office of the faculty.

Foreign students within 3 working days should contact the International 
Cooperation Department (”Keremet” Student Service Center, Office 102-A) for 
the purpose of re-registration, regardless of the duration of the annual 
registration every time when he/she is to cross the border of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan.

- Passport (Original and copy);  
- A statement indicating the reasons for departure and 

dates addressed to the First Vice Rector  signed by the Dean 
of the relevant faculty; 

- Payment for exit visa

Please Note!  
For violation of the rules of registration, accommodation and transportation in the 

territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan, there will be imposed the following appropriate 
measures:

- A penalty in the amount of 10 to 30 Minimum Calculation Index (MCI) with an 
administrative with or expulsion from Kazakhstan;  

- Criminal prosecution under the law of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
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PLEASE NOTE! 

Registration of foreign students is carried out 
strictly according to the place of their residence by 
the International Cooperation Department 
(”Keremet” Student Service Center, Office 102-A)
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LIVING IN KAZNU 
Coming to university may be your first experience of living away from 
home. Al-Farabi KazNU is committed to giving every student a distinctive 
and high quality experience offering you a safe and secure environment to 
live, study and enjoy.  

University Campus  

The University has its own campus, the so-called “Kazgugrad” located 
between Timiryazev Street, Al-Farabi ave., the “Yessentai” river, and the 
Botanical Garden of Almaty city. 
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We have thirteen comfortable  dormitories. Dormitories  are located on the 
picturesque campus setting. Most residences are located in the heart of 
the Al-Farabi KazNU’s main campus. The University also has a dormitory 
outside the main campus. But all are conveniently situated for the main 
campus and the town center. 

The residences have a common room with meeting rooms, common 
kitchen, television area and a large open space for social events. 

You will live among other students from different courses, ages, cultures 
and backgrounds.  Al-Farabi KazNU is committed to create some of the 
best memories of your University life. 

All international exchange students from Partner-universities are 
granted a room in University campus for free. 
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The Panfilov Park with the WW2 memorial, 
Museum of National Music Instruments as well as 
the Orthodox Cathedral. The Zelyoniy Bazaar is 
not too far from if you need any "green" shopping 
with Gros Supermarket across the street. Do you 
like chocolates and sweeties? Then you are right 
next to the Rahat Chocolate Factory. By the way 
the famous Arasan Bath, that Ewan McGregor and 
Charley Boorman quite enjoyed during their Long 
Way Round, is on the other side of the tram line. 

Kasteyev Art Gallery, across from the Rahat 
Palace hotel is quite a rich area for place to see 
and visit. Almaty Circus with the Fantasy World 
Theme Park next door. Auezov Kazakh Drama 
Theatre. Want to get you shopping done. No 
problems. Promenade Superstore is between the 
Central Stadium and the Central Sports Center. 

CITY LIFE 

The Central State Museum of Kazakhstan, 
Republican Square and the Almaty Residence of 
the President of Kazakhstan (you can only enjoy 
a few meters away from the fence), Almaty City 
Administration, the former House of Government 
when Almaty was still the capital of Kazakhstan. 
If you need any shopping done while you are 
there Ramstore Supermarket is right next door.

Abay Opera and Ballet Theatre is a must-go. 
It's across from the Hotel Almaty.

These places are grouped together to make it easy for you 
to visit them in one go. They are either next to each other or 
not too far from.



41

C
IT

Y
 L

IF
E

 CITY LIFE 

L e r m o n t o v  R u s s i a n  D r a m a 
Theatre, across from it is the former 
Pushkinka, the nick name for today's 
National Library of RK with over five 
million books in over 100 language.

K o k - T o b e   i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t 
of Almaty city. The mountain's height is 
1100 meters above sea level. Kok-tobe is 
one of the main landmarks in the city, and 
it is very popular among visitors and 
tourists of Almaty.

Gorky Park is a great day out for the 
kids and adults. Apart from various 
rides there is also an aqua park and a 
zoo, so it should take your whole day by 
the time you try all and take photos.

Botanical garden is a nice time out 
with various types of plants and trees. 
The deeper you go inside the garden, you 
don't even feel you are in the middle of 
the city. No noise, just you and the 
nature. I need to mention that the 
garden has been less fortunate during 
the difficult times of the country. The 
Main Exhibition Center Atameken is 
n e x t  d o o r .  A p a r t  f r o m  v a r i o u s 
international exhibitions to attend, 
Atameken is a popular place among 
many locals to enjoy the walkways.



The Green Bazaar, or Zelionyj Bazar, is a place you really should visit 
when visiting Almaty or Alma-Ata. This market is central to the every day 
life of the local people and it is so called the ‘Green Bazar, or market, 
because in the past it was the traditional place to buy and sell local produce 
like vegetables.   It is by no means the only market in Almaty, but it is the 
most well known, and probably, sells the widest range of goods. This is a 
great place to feel the real atmosphere of central Asia and to get involved 
with a bit of ‘haggling’ and sampling of local produce.

The National library of the Republic of Kazakhstan was organized by 
the Decree of the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee of Soviets 
of the KazASSR dated March 12, 1931 named “On the establishment of 
the State Public library of the KazASSR”. Beginning May 5, 1931 it started 
the servicing.
The visit card of the library is the site www.nlrk.kz, whose purpose is the 
organization of a single informational exit point to the electronic catalogues and 
informational resources of the library. The annual virtual number of visits of the 
web-site is more than 1,5 mln.
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CITY LIFE 
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The largest shopping center in 
Kazakhstan MEGA Alma-Ata, 
was opened in 2006 in Almaty. 
Today it is a favorite place of 
recreation for residents and 
v i s i t o r s  o f  t h e  c i t y.  O n 
weekdays MEGA 
Alma-Ata takes up to thirty 
thousand visitors a day on 
weekends, this figure doubles. 
T h e  c e n t e r  h a s  a  f o o d 

supermarket, hardware store, more than one hundred boutiques of 
famous brands, a huge food court, an eight multiplex cinema, climbing 
wall, ice rink, children's amusement park and much more.

Esentai Mall was designed 
and built to offer a special 
international atmosphere and
 conditions  for shopping and 
entertainment for residents and 
visitors to Almaty.
The shopping center ’s six 
floors meet all the requirements 
of the modern consumer,
 from a customer dropping in 
dur ing  a  lunch  b reak  to 
demanding regular customers, 
and offer a wide variety of goods and services.  There are luxury goods 
from internationally renowned designers and brands in the medium price 
range, food products from a delicatessen, home appliances, 
entertainment and a fitness center. 
Every visitor to Esentai Mall will find what they’re looking for.
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Charyn Canyon - 200 km to the east 
from Almaty, you can also visit the 
ancient Ash Grove about 40 km from 
the canyon. About 60 km further from 
the Grove there are hot springs with 
good enough facilities to have warm to 
hot water (some over +50) swimming 
pools summer or winter.

Lake Kaindy about 280 km, a bit 
further from Lake Kaindy are Kolsai 
Lakes.

Singing Sand Dunes is a great place 
but not in winter. It is about 182 km from 
Almaty.
These places as well as any other 
places outside Almaty are picnic 
friendly. Don't forget to get your 
Shashlyk marinated long before the 
journey and have your drinks bought. 
Don't forget to clean the place after you.

PLACES OUTSIDE ALMATY  
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These places as well as any other places outside Almaty are picnic friendly. 
Don't forget to get your Shashlyk marinated long before the journey and 
have your drinks bought. Don't forget to clean the place after you.

Hope these will keep you occupied for a while. And don't feel limited to 
these Almaty places, as there are so many other places to go as well, that 
we shall be covering as we go. Please keep in touch and let us know if you 
found a pearl in the steppe. 

Hope these will keep you occupied for a while. And don't feel limited to 
these Almaty places, as there are so many other places to go as well, that 
we shall be covering as we go. Please  keep in touch and let us know if 
you found a pearl in the steppe.

To see the following places You'll need at least one full day, as it takes a 
bit of driving, as well as off roading to get there. But they are worth it.

Lake Kaindy about 280 km, a 
bit further from Lake Kaindy are 
Kolsai Lakes.
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Big Almaty Lake
This lake, a few kilometers into the 
mountains south of Almaty, makes 
for a nice day trip. The lake resulted 
from damming a mountain stream 
to provide water for the city. 
Although the lake is reachable by a 
combination of public transport and 
hiking.

“Shymbulak Ski Resort”  is 
located in the beautiful Zailiyskiy 
Alatau mountain at 2,260 m above 
sea level. It is 25 km from the city 
center of Almaty City and has an 
average temperature of +25С in the 
summer and- 7С in the winter. 
Located in the resort is a hotel, 
restaurants, cafe, and coffee shop 
with a variety of cuisine to suit all 
tastes.

PLACES OUTSIDE ALMATY  

The Medeo is an outdoor speed 
skating and bandy rink. It is located 
in a mountain valley (Medeu Valley, 
or the valley of Malaya Alma-Atinka 
River) on the south-eastern outskirts 
of Almaty, Kazakhstan. 
Medeu sits 1,691 metres above sea 
level, making it the highest skating 
rink in the world. It has 10.5  

thousand square meters of ice and utilizes a sophisticated freezing and 
watering system to ensure the quality of the ice. The mountain valley was 
named in honor of Medeo, a wanderer who lived in the last century and 
established own aul in this picturesque site. 



Based on nomadic roots, Kazakhstan’s traditional food is a reflection of 
country's unique ethnic and religious composition. The traditional lifestyle of 
Kazak is centralized at the livestock. The customs of the nomadic people and 
the Middle Eastern influences can be easily recognized while enjoying the 
traditional food of the country.

Zheruyik Restaurant 
Zheruyik is the first Kazakh national 
restaurant-museum that exhibits the 
collection of the old-time weapon on 
the wall.
Address :  500 '  Se i fu l i n  s t r. ,  a t 
Vinogradov str., Almaty, Kazakhstan
Tel.: +7 3272 676127, 
        +7 3272 676126 

G a k k u  K a z a k h  T r a d i t i o n a l 
Restaurant
The restaurant incarnates the Kazakh 
vision showing the present and 
ancestry traditions. It serves good 
traditional dishes, delicate and tasty. 
Friendly English Speaking Staff here.
Address: Keremet 7, Almaty 0002, 
Kazakhstan
Tel: +7 727 3150967
Website: http://www.gakku.kz

Zheti Kazina 
Aptly named, Zheti Kazyna, meaning 
seven treasures, has culinary riches 
galore on offer in its 
three dining rooms all decked out in 
different styles. 
Address: Almaty, Makataev str. 58 a
Type:Local cuisine
Tel:+7 (727) 273-25-87
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WORLD CUISINE 
IN ALMATY 

KORYO
Cuisine: Korean
Address: 119, Zhibek Zholi
Phone: +7 (727) 279-08-30

MAMMA MIA
Cuisine: Italian restaurant & pizzeria
Address: 87, Gogol str.
Phone: +7 (727) 273 38 73

PRINCESS TURANDOT
Cuisine: Chinese
Address: 282
Phone: +7 (727) 2476-318

ASSORTI RESTAURANT 
Cuisine: Russian, European and Japanese food
Address: Dostyk ave. 106, corner of Abai ave.
Phone: +7(727) 2645645

ALASHA RESTAURANT: 
Cuisine: Uzbek 
Address: Marat Ospanov street, 20. Close to 
Dostyk ave corner. 
Phone: +7(727) 2540700

NAMASTE
Cuisine: Indian
Address: 2, Minin Street, Almaty
Phone: +7 (727) 292-24-84

SUMO SAN
Cuisine: Japanese 
Address: 159, Baitursinov str.
Phone: 7 (727) 292 87 38

ORIENT
Cuisine: Turkish
Address: 67, Mametova
Phone: +7 (727) 279-96-72
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STATE & NATIONAL 

HOLIDAYS  

New Year 1st-2nd January

International Women’s Day 8th March

Nauryz 21st-23rd March

Kazakhstan Peoples Solidarity 
Holiday

1st May

Victory Day 9th May

Capital City Day 6th July

The Republic of Kazakhstan 
Constitution Day

30th August

Independence Day 16th December
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS
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MOBILITY PROGRAMS 
Foreign students interested in studying or undergoing research internship 
in Al-Farabi KazNU may also try to apply through the following 
international academic mobility and internship programs: 

The International Association for the Exchange of 
Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) is an 
independent, non-profit and non-political student 
exchange organization. It provides students in technical 
degrees (primarily Science, Engineering and the applied 
arts) with paid, course-related, training abroad and 
employers with highly skilled, highly motivated trainees, 

for long or short term projects. With over 80 countries involved and 
exchanging over 4000 traineeships each year worldwide, it is the largest 
organization of its kind in the world.
Al-Farabi KazNU as a member of IAESTE annually receives overseas 
students from Germany, Poland, Great 
Britain, Spain, Asia and South East 
Asia – for undertaking internships in 
the following fields: mechanics, 
computer science, computer and oil 
technology, fundamental and applied 
sciences, biomedicine, chemistry, 
environmental studies, management, 
history and English language.

CASEU (Central ASian and European Universities) Erasmus Mundus 
project designed for incoming mobility from European countries to Central 
Asia 

SILKROUTE
http://www.em-silkroute.eu/ru/ierasmus-mundus-programme-ru.html  

For more information about these projects please contact us at 
icd.kaznu@kaznu.kz
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Main Administrative building (15 floor)
Zholdasbekov Students' Palace 
Faculty of Mechanics and Mathematics
Faculty of Physics of Techniques 
Chemistry and Chemical Technology
Faculty of History, Archeology and Ethnology; Faculty of Philology, 
Literary Studies and World Languages; Faculty of Journalism
High School of Economics and Business, Faculty of Law
Faculty of Geography and Nature Management 
Faculty Biology and Biotechnology
Al-Farabi Library 
Internet Center 
University Cafeteria 
“Keremet” Student Service Center 
Sport Center 
Dormitories 

LAYOUT OF THE AL-FARABI 
KAZNU CAMPUS 

1

2

3
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Emergency Department Number

Fire 101

Police 102

Ambulance 103

Gas leaks 104

Rescue 112 or 051

Below is a contact numbers that might be useful for you:

http://www.uniquekazakhstan.info/en

http://www.almaty-kazakhstan.net/

http://visitkazakhstan.kz/en/







E-mail address: icd.kaznu@kaznu.kz
International Cooperation Department 

Contact details:

Address of 
Al-Farabi KazNU:

International Academic Mobility Support Office 
Al-Farabi KazNU’s main Administrative 
Building 12 Floor, Room 1204

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, 
Al-Farabi ave. 71, Almaty, 050040, 
Kazakhstan

www.kaznu.kz
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